
TBFFC-11-2015 

Next meeting 4 November 
0600 PM to 0900 PM 

Speaker: Neil Taylor 
Kayak Fishing 

Neil is a former professional baseball umpire who moved to the Tampa Bay area in 1993. He has fished Florida 
waters since 1975 and has concentrated on inshore fishing. Neil has also fished exclusively in kayaks since 
1998.  He fishes all of Tampa Bay, Clearwater, Dunedin, and Palm Harbor and on up the Nature Coast of Florida's 
Gulf Coast with light tackle to medium heavy spinning tackle.  Trips cover the entire range of species available in the 
Gulf and inshore waters. Charters specialize in snook, redfish, speckled trout, flounder and pompano.   He also has 
success catching sharks, cobia, mackerel, sheepshead, black drum and tarpon. Neil Taylor is a graduate of the 
University of Arizona, with a business degree, formerly on the Board of Directors for Pinellas Coastal Conservation 
!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ ¢ŀƳǇŀ .ŀȅ ²ŀǘŎƘΣ IŜǊƻŜǎ hƴ ¢ƘŜ ²ŀǘŜǊΣ ¢ƘŜ C²/ ŀƴŘ tƛƴŜƭƭŀǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ 
office, outdoor writer and featured speaker on kayak fishing. Online at:  www.strikethreekayakfishing.com 

Feature Tyer: Layne Smith 
Smitty is one of the Bay area's premier fly tiers. He started tying when he was 6 years old and got serious about it in 
the early 60's. That's when he got involved in a tying clinic run by a crotchety old cuss by the name of Carl Hanson. 
From that time until Carl's passing they collaborated on many variations of pan fish flies as well as a number of salt 
water patterns. Since then he has created many successful new patterns including the world's best bluegill fly, 
the Crystal Beetle (an advanced twist on the foam spider). 

 
 



Directions to Our Meetings (0600pm):  From I-75---Take Bruce B. Downs exit from I-75; go west 2 miles to 
traffic light, turn left on to Tampa Palms Blvd., then left on Compton Drive, and right at Compton Park.  From I-
275---Take Bearss East to Bruce. B. Downs; then Bruce B. Downs east/north to Tampa Palms Blvd. Rt. on Tampa 
Palms, then left on Compton Drive and right at Compton Park. 
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     Welcome to November and cooler weather.  Get ready 
for great winter fishing opportunities on low morning tides.  
I hope you enjoyed our presentation of Cuba last month.  
We will look for a chance to fish Cuba again next year.    
 
     Thanks to Capt Bryon Chamberlin for tying a super 
shrimp pattern; always a good fly for picky Tampa Bay 
redfish.  
 
     Please note Capt Phil Thompson cancelled the Nov trip 
to Cuba because of little interest.  He is looking at another 
trip in January. 
 
     bŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ 
annual party.  We will cook fish, grits and hush puppies and 
provide drinks.  We will also swap gifts ($10-15) in a take-
away exchange.  Bring your wrapped gift if you wish to 
participate in this lively event. You can also bring any tackle 
you wish to sell or trade.   
 

 Please note my new email:  walt.durkin@aol.com 
// Walt Durkin  

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 
President:  Walt Durkin                      813-476-7128 
walt.durkin@aol.com 
Vice President:  Ted Hagaman           813-920-7863 
Treasurer:  Rick Valeri                         813-681-9143 
Secretary:  Dick Miekka                      727-866-8682 
Directors 
Patty Anderson                    813-960-8523 
Denise Bruner                    813-989-2909 
Bryon Chamberlin                    813-361-8801 
Pat Damico                     727-504-8649 
Robert Fischer                    813-962-0185 
Bruce Anderson                                    813-960-8523 
wƛŎƪ hΩIŀǊŀ                     813-238-6763 

EVENTS 
Å Chattooga river, Georgia:  10-15 November 
Å Second Cuba Trip: 14-21 November ς cancelled 
Å Big Gun Casting Competition ς 22 Nov 
Å 2 Dec:  Club Holiday Party 
Å Play Hooky at the Hatchery : 11 Dec 
 
 

 

 
 

mailto:walt.durkin@aol.com


2015 TBFFC MEETING DATES 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ 4 Nov from 6 to 9 PM. 

TBFFC NEWS & NOTES 
Big Gun, 22 Nov:  We will host this annual event at Picnic 
Island from 0900 hours to about 2 PM.  We will provide 
lunch, drinks and raffle prizes at no cost.  Arrive about 
0730 if you would like to help set up. This is a friendly 
competition to hone and measure your casting skills. You 
will have a chance to win as a team, individual or long 
cast champion.  All you need to participate is a positive 
attitude and a fly rod.   
 
11 Dec- Play Hooky at the Hatchery.  Gina Russo will 
host us again this year.  Arrive at 0800 hours to fish the 
retention pond for snook, reds and baby tarpon.  We will 
provide lunch and drinks.  Gina will offer a lecture on the 
facility as usual.  Please join us for this annual, fun event.  
We will have a sign up sheet and directions at the 
November meeting.  
 
17 Oct ς Carl Hanson Outing.   We had low attendance 
this year at the new venue of Lake Tarpon.  Jeff Janacek 
fished with Smitty;  Jeff, 4 bass and 1 bluegill, Smitty 2 
ōƭǳŜƎƛƭƭΦ  CƻǳǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 5ŜƴƛǎŜΩǎ ǇŜŀŎƘ 
cobbler was the highlight of the day.  
 

17 Oct - The Sarasota MCFF/CCA Fall Fly Fishing 
Challenge was a success. Full report from Capt Rick 
Grassette follows on page 8. 
 
17-24 Xcalak, Mexico Trip:  Our group of 11 had a 
great time in Mexico despite heavy rain and wind the 
first two days.  We caught a bunch of bone fish as well 
as tarpon, snook and barracuda.   The Costa de Cocas 
lodge folks were super hosts as usual. Our friend Kelly 
from North Carolina caught a big (25lb) permit on a 
bonefish fly.  Capt Frank has penciled in the last week 
of Oct for our trip next year.  Let him know if you think 
you may want to attend.  This trip is loads of fun and a 
great value.  Many thanks to Frank who arranges the 
trip each year and works hard to ensure we all have a 
great time.  Thanks Frank! 
 
 

 
 

15 Oct- Orvis Down the Hatch Film Festival.  About 40  
of us enjoyed the two films with exciting fishing action.  
Flint Creek Outfitters did a great job as hosts and gave  
away a lot of raffle items.  They look forward to hosting  
another similar event next year.  
 
Club member Jim Adams notes the latest edition 
όbƻǾκ5ŜŎ нлмрύ ƻŦ ά9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ Cƭȅ CƛǎƘƛƴƎέ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ 
ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƻƴ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ¢ŀƳǇŀ .ŀȅΥ ά¢ŀƳǇŀ .ŀȅ wŜŘŦƛǎƘέ ōȅ ŀ 
Tom DiGangi, Jr from New Jersey.  



 
 
 
 

Tips for TBFFC 

Random Thoughts from the Tying Bench 
.ȅ /Φ²Φ ά5ƻƴέ /ƻƭŜƳŀƴ 

      The rear taper decreases in diameter from the thicker belly section to the much smaller running line on 
a weight forward line. The rear taper creates the transition so important to casting smoothness. A short 
rear taper will kick the energy quickly into the head, turning the line over fast. A long rear taper delays this 
turnover. Long rear tapers are preferred for big waters and long casts; a short rear taper for smaller water 
and shorter casts.   Pat Damico, MCI 

JIGGIES -- .ŜƛƴƎ ŀ ŦƛǊƳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƎƛŎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άhŎŎŀƳΩǎ wŀȊƻǊέ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜΣ L ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ .ƻō 
PopovicsΩ ƴŜǿ ŦƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ Jiggy, would be successful. Bob and Ed Jaworowski claim that they now tie and 
fish these simple flies more than any other fly in their fly boxes. Capt. Gene Quigley reports that more 
ǘƘŀƴ тл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭǘǿŀǘŜǊ ŦƛǎƘ ƭŀƴŘŜŘ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƻƴ .ƻōΩǎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ Jiggy. But I 
was still unprepared for the success of fellow club members when fishing around the grass beds in 
Tampa Bay, where Clousers are prone to collect grass and debris. I tie the fly on a #2 Mustad 34011 
hook with the barb mashed down and with a slight bend in the hook shank for a bendback fly. I use 1/4 
inch (Large) Cone Heads. I find the tungsten cones too heavy. Usually I wrap a few turns of chenille 
around the shank and jam it into the cavity to stabilize the cone. I then tie a simple bucktail wing--
Chartreuse over White separated by pearl mylar flash material for example--directly behind the cone 
head and epoxy the wraps to form a taper up to the back edge of the cone. All material must be tied 
on the point side of the hook to make the fly swim point up. I make the overall length of the fly 
approximately 3 inches long. Depending on the color of the wing, I use either red or black Flat Waxed 
Nylon thread. I do not use stick-on eyes as recommended by Popovics. But where are the beautiful 
names of yesteryear--like Parmachene Belle, Royal Coachman, ²ƛŎƪƳŀƴΩǎ CŀƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ DǊŜŜƴǿŜƭƭΩǎ 
Glory?  



Dayle Garcia in Mexico with a bone fish under cloudy skies; he caught an air borne tarpon on a better day.  Double rainbow 
pointing towards big permit we hoped;   Walt and bone fish caught on a pretty palm-lined beach.  



Ted and Alberto with a nice tarpon, Ted with a big personal best snook on-the-fly, launching our john boat for lagoon 
fishing, Walt with a nice Cuda caught on a tarpon fly. 



Kelly .ŀƴŘƭƻǿΩǎ 
permit while fishing 
in Xcalak, Mexico 
with Costa de Cocas 
Lodge. 
Caught on a 7 weight 
rod and a bone fish 
fly with 10 lb tippet 


