
TBFFC-02-2019 

Next meeting 6 February 
0600 PM to 0900 PM 

 

Guest Speakers:  Patty Anderson and Denise Bruner 
 
 
 
 

 

DIY Trout Fishing Out West 
Please join us as Patty and Denise share details of their latest 
fishing expedition from their base in Ft Collins, CO.  They will be 
giving a talk and photo journey on the Colorado Fall Fishing 
Adventure last October, including fishing Gold Medal waters of 
the Colorado River, Frying Pan River near Basalt, Blue River in 
Silverthorne and the Poudre River near Ft Collins, CO.  We will 
give you the ins and outs of how to plan and find new areas to 
explore including examples of the gear we packed. 

Fly Tyer:  Ken Moser 
Please come and watch Ken tie two of his favorite trout flies.  
Ken is an excellent tyer who also donates flies to club 
members. Additionally, he ties salt water flies he has used to 
catch  spooky redfish this year. Look for him on the Cypress flat 
on low tides.  



Directions to Our Meetings (0600pm):  From I-75---Take Bruce B. Downs exit from I-75; go west 2 miles to 
traffic light, turn left on to Tampa Palms Blvd., then left on Compton Drive, and right at Compton Park.  From I-
275---Take Bearss East to Bruce. B. Downs; then Bruce B. Downs east/north to Tampa Palms Blvd. Rt. on Tampa 
Palms, then left on Compton Drive and right at Compton Park. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Welcome to February and my favorite winter fishing.  
Check our fishing report for tips to find more fish on the 
flats.   
 
I hope you enjoyed Jeff Harrell’s talk on beer and fly 
fishing.  He was entertaining and informative.  Bonefish 
on Grand Cayman got my attention and we are planning 
a trip this summer.  
 
Club members fished the RedFly tournament on 19 
January and did not score a red.  However, on the 
following Monday three members caught 27 redfish on-
the-fly, so our timing was a little off.     
 
We have tentatively scheduled our annual banquet for 
24 March (3-8pm) and are trying Compton Park as a new 
venue.  We hope to reduce costs and earn a little more 
money for the  club while having a good time.  
 
Please pay 2019 dues if not caught up. 
Please note my new home phone number is 813-513-
2122.  
 
// Walt Durkin  

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 
President:  Walt Durkin                      813-513-2122 
Walt.durkin@aol.com               cell   813-853-5870 
Vice President:  Ted Hagaman          813-920-7863 
Treasurer:  Rick Valeri                         813-681-9143 
Secretary:  Dick Miekka                      727-866-8682 
Directors 
Patty Anderson                    813-960-8523 
Denise Bruner                    813-989-2909 
Bryon Chamberlin                    813-361-8801 
Pat Damico                     727-504-8649 
Robert Fischer                    813-962-0185 
Bruce Anderson                                    813-960-8523 
Rick O’Hara                     813-238-6763 

EVENTS 
• RedFly Tournament 19 Jan, Apollo Beach 
• Shad outing on the St John’s river 1-3 Feb 
• Girls Fish Too,  9 Feb, Picnic Island, sold out 
• Fly Fishing Film Tour, Sarasota, 9 Feb  
• Drunken Feather, Bar Fly, Safety Harbor, 13 Feb 
• East Lake Woodlands seminar 24 Feb 19. 
• Annual banquet 24 March, Compton Park 

 
 

mailto:Walt.durkin@aol.com


TBFFC NEWS & NOTES 

Costa de Cocas Trip, 19-26 Oct.  Capt. Frank 
Rhodes  is collecting deposits for this trip; 
$2500 this year.  Call Frank at 863-604-6505 
or see him at a meeting.  
 
FLY FISHING RESOLUTIONS OF THE MONTH 
 
• Learn new skills 
• Be an ambassador of our sport 
• Seek conservation projects 
• Get out and fly fish more! 
 
 
 
 

Shad Outing St Johns River – 1-3 Feb 
Please join us for this annual outing where 
we camp out for the weekend on the  St 
Johns river and fish for shad.  This is great 
fun and we will have details at the next 
meeting.  
 
 
 

 
Girls Fish Too!   

A Fly Fishing Clinic for Women 
9 February at Picnic Island 

  
The "Girls Fish Too" women's fly fishing workshop 
is now sold out, with 30 women of all ages signed 
up to learn about fly fishing! Thanks in advance to 
the club members who are serving as instructors or 
who are donating items. A special thank you to 
club member Tex Faulkner for supplying the fly 
rods the women will use (he makes beautiful 
rods!), as well as Tampa Fishing Outfitters, On The 
Fly, SheFishes2 and Not A Clue Adventures for their 
contributions to the workshop. 
 
We are still looking for donations of flies and other 
fly fishing items for the goody bags and raffle. If 
you can help, please email Nanette at 
oharacomm@gmail.com, call Nanette at ()813) 
428-3182 or just bring your donations to the Feb. 6 
club meeting. 
 
Keep your fingers crossed for good weather with 
light winds on our workshop day! 
 

 
 



Fly Fishing Film Tour - Sarasota 
The Compound 

Feb 09, 2019 at 6:30 PM (EST)  
Sarasota, Florida 

The Compound is proud to bring you the 2019 premier of the Fly Fishing Film Tour in 
Sarasota. 
The event will benefit Mission Mexico, a kids refuge in southern Mexico. Doors open at 
6pm and the show starts at 6:30pm.   
We have a great raffle with some amazing prizes. The event is FREE but encourage a 
donation.  100% of all donations will go directly to the kids refuge.  
For more information please contact Jacob Shields at jacobshields@hotmail.com or 
941/544-7121.  
Contact Event Organizer  
 
 

 
Project Healing Waters Information  

 
• PHWFF Tampa will be meeting the February 12, 2019 at J A. Haley 3 to 5 pm. 2fl. Bldg 
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• 20 February at Bass Pro Shop 6 to 8 pm.  And then again at J. A. Haley on 26 February 
from 3 to 5 pm. 

 

http://www.compoundboardshop.com/
http://www.compoundboardshop.com/
mailto:jacobshields@hotmail.com
https://flyfilmtour.myeventscenter.com/event/Sarasota-Fl-31237


 
 
 
 
 

Tips for TBFFC 

Essence of Fly Casting II - Part One 
Here is a delightful video on the secret to fly casting; and, fly fishing for that matter. Go to: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Czgw-s95d4 to look for yourself.  Many years ago, we were 
privileged to have Mel Fisher came all the way from California to talk to our club.  We are fortunate to be 
able to remember him with his great videos. One of the great fly fishing personalities. //Walt 
 

Red Fly Tournament – 19 January 
Results of Saturday's RedFly Tournament. Despite the wind, a new 
record of 62.25" inches was set by the winning team of Mani 
Pailer and Brent Wilson. Congrats to all, including our club 
members who participated. 
 
RedFly 13 was a record setting tournament! We had 66 anglers 
participate...a record! The winning team measured in 62.25"....a 
record! We raised $1665 for Captains for Clean Water off of raffle 
ticket sales....a record! Our grand total raised came in at $4165. 
100% is going to Captains for Clean Water. Mani Pailer and Brent 
Wilson split $990 for first place. John Brett and Shawn Kersting 
split $495 for second place. Ethan Kiburz and Brandon Chircop 
split $165 for third. HUGE THANKS to everyone who came out and 
to all of our sponsors. See you next January for RedFly 14!!  
Captain John Bull. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Czgw-s95d4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Czgw-s95d4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Czgw-s95d4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Czgw-s95d4
https://www.facebook.com/CaptainsForCleanWater/?__tn__=KH-R&eid=ARCT1j0un7TZ2IfKC6eu7p3t7jjVC8jj3U2fSXn5MEopx7uFfs4ytNDaqFuoCCA0MUhZZHsbD8NmQ80l&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCYRHDPmh5J1I77VW8z7npCNMlVlnd7QwbgHaXsq5SBvDSrHNABTNDciZmvfo4Fq9NxcrcR0K2jufyKfjw483fcyuS8LHC8N7OFiYADGWwceqdngo-1CZC_cJVN4PBMTjQ2ovuLh8XZVrov5MVuuLLS7sZWVoH-WHgYcCvwzZH8mr9oaREmsF_yYFcs6VFvxzKU735hzOur0LmcvItYb8X8q6UWg1VhoWoxQvdd95MLhaR8hT4lZ9cgAWzbSZiaeGaKhu0qG3op_1W9_wCR_NoNgiPqCD6ezttAx_z9U7ecEGVq0IDX4_YcrVEPiGDCpG4dj4G5VHLWUWCYFBTDpqv3jSM-mOYbpSr7-Zkv24wqVUtebor-WpL_IIPUgrsqHCo_l0PQPZZdxKAs-ePM2tqy3snr0XoJEvSlOzJr3cEqUhI
https://www.facebook.com/CaptainsForCleanWater/?__tn__=KH-R&eid=ARDZraaY8nO73150DTDjTPNVgz-9bT1C0wY7-Coll9l8nxNtsiCmeqAtD9rZA-9TzX4XdcdwPtXGPHGs&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCYRHDPmh5J1I77VW8z7npCNMlVlnd7QwbgHaXsq5SBvDSrHNABTNDciZmvfo4Fq9NxcrcR0K2jufyKfjw483fcyuS8LHC8N7OFiYADGWwceqdngo-1CZC_cJVN4PBMTjQ2ovuLh8XZVrov5MVuuLLS7sZWVoH-WHgYcCvwzZH8mr9oaREmsF_yYFcs6VFvxzKU735hzOur0LmcvItYb8X8q6UWg1VhoWoxQvdd95MLhaR8hT4lZ9cgAWzbSZiaeGaKhu0qG3op_1W9_wCR_NoNgiPqCD6ezttAx_z9U7ecEGVq0IDX4_YcrVEPiGDCpG4dj4G5VHLWUWCYFBTDpqv3jSM-mOYbpSr7-Zkv24wqVUtebor-WpL_IIPUgrsqHCo_l0PQPZZdxKAs-ePM2tqy3snr0XoJEvSlOzJr3cEqUhI


Club member Rick Redd wins BBT trip.  Way to go Rick! 



January 12th from noon to 5pm.The Ritz-Carlton Outfitters  Top Gun Distance Fly Cast 

Competition  January 12, 2019 4pm 

Mark Benson, Director of Fly Fishing at the Ritz-Carlton Golf Club Orlando, Grande Lakes and a Fly Fishers International 
Certified Casting Instructor, hosted the inaugural fishing event which included many sponsors such as G.Loomis, Shimano, 
Rapala, DOA Lures, Simms, Rio Lines, Ross Reels, Orlando Outfitters, Tackle Webs as well as great organizations like Fly 
Fishers International and Casting for Recovery.  The event was open to guests of the hotel as well as the public.  It was a 
great day with a sunny sky and a light breeze and a temperature of 77 degrees and a well-groomed lawn next to the golf 
club house.  Could not have been a better day! 

 Guests had the opportunity to see the latest equipment and cast several rods.  Mark had a motorized red fish 
that roamed the grounds and is used as a prop to teach fly casters how to cast to a fish without spooking it. 

The Ritz-Carlton Outfitters Top Gun Fly Casting Competition had some of the best long-distance casters in the state and 
included Keith Brown, Dave Choinard, Ed Judd, Al Keller, Dayle Mazzarella, David Olson, Cas Summers, Leigh West. The 
challenge was a distance cast with an 11 weight rod.  David Olson had the winning cast at 112 feet 11 inches. 

 The Florida Council of Fly Fishers International welcomed guests and provided information about our 
organization, its educational benefits and conservation activities.  The participants included Tom Logan, Chair of the FFI 
Board of Directors, Tom Gadacz, President of the Florida Council, Rick Warfel, Secretary of the Florida Council, Ron 
Bloomquist, Membership Chair of the Florida Council, Karen Warfel, Treasurer of Suncoast Fly Fishers, and Buck Higman, 
Big Bend Fly Fishers of Tallahassee. Tom Gadacz, President, Florida Council of Fly Fishers International 

 

 



White pelicans on the MacDill flat mid-January low tide 
 

p.s.  When you find one of their big feathers, stick it in your hat.  It never hurts to have a white 
pelican disguise to fool those picky reds. 



Club members Rich Gorden and Walt Durkin 
with reds on the MacDill Flat.  We fished low 
tides on a N/NE wind and found a few reds.  
Still spooky and hard to get to eat.  



Chris Tripoli and Mike Perez on MacDill. Chris caught 13 reds including the 
pictured 27 inch red and I caught 7 reds including a 26 inch red. I also caught a 
20 inch trout. We caught all our fish on Leigh West’s green & gold fly tied 
Clouser style. Chris used a size 6 hook sparsely tied version and I used a fuller 
tied version on a # 4 hook. I believe they were looking for the smaller forage. I 
will have some flies next time including your pattern. I had several fish follow 
your pattern (Rat Fly) when I was fishing the grass flats around the PVC pipes, 
they spooked before I could hook up. We were fishing the creek channel which 
was loaded with large mullet and small bait fish. The reds and the large trout 
were mixed in with the mullet. Mike Perez 



Ken Moser with a red on Cypress, Walt with  a 
Cypress red,  Rich Gorden with a gator trout from 
Ozello.  



Our new traveling club flags are on the move! Four club members in Cayo Coco, Cuba in May. Lower right 
Ted and Frank in Cordova AK in September.  Lou and Walt at Casuarina Point, Abaco, Bahamas in April 2018.   



Fishing Report and Forecast 
“What a great time to go fishing!” 

 Capt. Pat Damico sends this from his Captain’s Corner  Escape the wind! Fly fisherman need flexibility this 
time of year with frequent cold fronts and windy conditions being the norm. Usually, I mentally plan my 
charter the night before but several recent trips were changed at the last minute because of wind intensity 
and direction. Some of the worse days had us go to one of the many rivers that empty into the gulf or bay. 
After driving over some of our bridges and seeing whitecaps it was a pleasure to launch where we were 
greeted with calm conditions. When you travel up a river it becomes narrower and is protected by trees and 
often high banks affording both you and the fish warmth and protection as well as a chance to observe 
undisturbed wildlife. Snook, jacks, reds, ladyfish and small tarpon will be caught next to bass and panfish 
because of lower salinity from fresh water influence. It is best to rig several rods, one with a floating line, 
another with a clear sinking tip and a third with full sinking line. This way you can easily handle fish that are 
in the shallows as well as those that prefer deeper water. When sight fishing is not possible, target structure 
such as docks, points, feeder creeks, stumps, partially submerged trees and bridges with small flies, size 6-1, 
that imitate the baitfish you observe. Develop a pattern after catching a few fish and concentrate on the 
conditions that rewarded you with your success. Fly Fisherman Pat Damico charters Fly Guy in lower Tampa 
Bay and can be reached at captpatdamico.com or (727) 504-8649. 

 Kayak guide Neil Taylor reports fishing has slowed in January due to windy conditions.  However, warmer 
weather and longer days will help as Spring approaches.   When we have gotten out we have had very good 
results with big trout.    We had one day where every trout was over 20 inches.    The second great thing was 
the schools of bluefish.  They are 5 to 7 pounds and are good fighters.    I put them in the smoker for an hour 
longer than other fish and make them into fish spread.    We caught about 15 bluefish in an hour one day.      

Club member Ted Hagaman reports: Epic day on Macdill flats. Everything came together on 21st of Jan. 
Extreme negative tide  on a cold 40 degree morning. Strong north wind to push the water even lower and 
hold it out. Clear cloudless sky. Clear water and lots of fish, at least in the area I was fishing. Found fish as 
soon as I got in the right depth of water. Caught 8 reds on Chris Tripoli's redfish pattern(see Mar 2018 
newsletter) One 30" and another 28" the rest were all 24-25".  



Capt. Rick Grassett reports: Capt. Rick Grassett’s Fishing Report for 1/26/2019 

Fly anglers fishing with me, out of CB’s Saltwater Outfitters on Siesta Key, had fast action catching and releasing 
snook and hefty blues on flies in the ICW at night recently. Spin fishing anglers also had some action with reds and 
trout on DOA Lures in Gasparilla Sound. 

Jerry Poslusny, from Palmetto and Rich Hunter, from Longboat Key, fished the ICW at night for snook on a trip with 
me recently. They had their personal best trip catching and releasing snook and bluefish to 5-lbs on my Grassett 
Snook Minnow fly! Martin Marlowe, from NY and Tim Hearon, from Siesta Key, also got in on the action. They also 
caught and released numerous snook and nice blues on the same fly on another trip. Great action and the blues are 
a welcome addition, since they fight as hard as or harder than snook of the same size! 

Fishing dock lights in the evening is usually a good option for catch and release snook fishing this time of year, 
although it is dependent on tide and conditions. Fishing shallow flats is both challenging and rewarding. It usually 
requires fishing hard to find and catch fish. You may not catch big numbers of fish but you may catch some good 
ones. Our natural resources are under constant pressure from red tides fueled by agricultural and residential runoff, 
freezes, increasing fishing pressure and habitat loss and degradation, please limit your kill, don’t kill your limit! 



2019 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

• Jan 19                                         Red Fly Tournament 
• Feb 1-3              Shad Outing St John’s River 
• Feb 9                                           Girls Fish Too! 
• Feb 24                                         East Lake Woodlands fly fishing seminar 
• Mar  24           Annual Banquet  
• Apr                               CCA Banquet 
• June                                         Lake Calm Freshwater Outing 
• Oct                                               Florida Sportsman Show 
• Oct                                               Marine Quest, St Pete 
• Oct 19-26                                    Mexico: Costa de Cocas trip 
• Oct  26           Carl Hanson Outing, Hillsborough River 
• Nov                                               Chattooga Trip for trout 
• Nov                     Big Gun, Picnic Island 
• Dec                  Members Year End Party 
• Dec                 Play Hooky at the Hatchery 
• Dec                                  Don Coleman Outing, Ft Desoto 

 



Member Benefits 
 
TBFFC is famous for its value and focus on the sharing of 
information, experience, and craftsmanship with its members.  
As a TBFFC member you will enjoy many benefits free or at 
nominal cost. 
 
•Monthly Meetings with informative speakers 
•Fishing Trips Sponsored by Members and the Club 
•Group Clinics and Workshops 
•Fly Tying Lessons                
•One-On-One Fly Casting Lessons 
•Shirts and Hats with club logo 
•80-page Beginner’s Basic Skills Instruction Manual 
•Annual Banquet 

Fly Fishing Guides 
 
•Capt. Nick Angelo                  (813) 230-8473 
•Capt. Pat Damico                   (727) 504-8649 
•Capt. Bryon Chamberlin       (813) 361-8801 
•Capt. Rick Grassett                (941) 923-7799 
•Capt. John Hand                    (239) 842-7778 
•Capt. Frank Rhodes               (863) 967-4258 
•Capt. Greg Peterson               (423) 432-1973 

 Fly Casting Coaches 
Dade City  
Jeff Janecek………………….…..352-588-3866       
South Tampa    
Steve Parker………………..…….813-287-5583   
North Tampa                                                 
Robert Fischer…………….……...813-962-0185 
Dan Lagace.………………….…….813-929-6605 
Leigh West .…………………….....813-971-8697 
St. Petersburg  
Capt. Pat Damico………………...727-504-8649 
Polk County 
Capt. Frank Rhodes…….……….863-967-4258 



Corporate Sponsors 
These companies sponsored the Tampa Bay Fly Fishing Club. Some are members of the 
club.  We urge you to patronize them. 
 
• 3-WAY CONSTRUCTION, Robert Fischer PO Box 342774, Tampa, 33694, (813) 495-5685.  
• ALLIGATOR BOB’S Gourmet Alligator Meat Snacks, (813) 986-3008,  WWW.GATORBOB.COM 
• BARBED STEEL CHARTERS, Capt. Bryon Chamberlin, (813) 361-8801, captbryon@yahoo.com.. 
• REDFISH LANDING GUIDE SERVICE, Capt. John Hand www.RedfishLandingGuideService.com, (239) 842-7778 
• THE FLY GUY, Capt. Pat Damico, (727) 504-8649 ,w ww.captpat.com, pat4jaws@hotmail.com 
• SNOOK FIN-ADDICT GUIDE SERVICE,  Capt. Rick Grassett, (941) 923-7799, www.snookfin-addict.com   
• SWANN’S FLY FISHING SHOP, Jim Swann, 13650 South 98 Bypass, Dade City, 33525, (352) 567-6029 
• Carbon Marine, 3916 W. Osborne Ave. Tampa Fl, 33614, 813-870-1234 
• Tampa Fishing Outfitters, 3916 W. Osborne Ave, Tampa, FL; 813-870-1234, tampafishingoutfitters.com  
• Dave Chouinard, Simms Fishing, 732-610-9700, Fax: 727-953-6296 ; Dave@ChouinardOutdoor.com 

 
 
 

Tampa Fishing Outfitters 
Largest tackle shop on the West 

coast of FL – great fly fishing gear 
3916 W. Osborne Ave. Tampa Fl, 33614 
Phone: 813-870-1234 
Website: tampafishingoutfitters.com  

Carbon Marine 
Inshore fishing boat accessories, push 

poles and repair 

Joe Welbourn 
(813) 928-9887 
jwelbourn@carbonmarine.com  



Tel. 727-504-8649 
Hppt://captpat.com 
pat4jaws@hotmsail.com 

Chouinard Outdoor Associates, Inc 
Southeast representative for Simms fishing products 
 
Phone: 732-610-9700 
Fax: 727-953-6296  
Dave@ChouinardOutdoor.com 

mailto:Dave@ChouinardOutdoor.com


2014 Member Application 
Tampa Bay Fly Fishing Club 
Name:__________________________________               Date: ___________ 
Mailing address:_______________________________ 
City:___________________State:___Zip:___________ 
Hm.Phone:____________Wk. Phone: ______________ 
Email address:_________________________________ 
Type of Membership:_________________________ 
Please Check: One Year______ Five Year______ 
Please list names you wish to include in family membership 
Annual Dues: $25.00 Individual Membership 
         $35.00 Family Membership 
         $95.00Corporate Single Membership 
         (includes one membership and Ad Space)  
         $120.00 Corporate Double Membership 
        (includes two memberships or family membership and                                                                      
Ad Space in Newsletter) 
   Five-year dues:    $100.00 Individual Membership 
                                 $140.00 Family Membership 
 Please make check payable to: Tampa Bay Fly Fishing   Club C/o Rick Valeri, 1404 
Oxfordshire Ct. Brandon,     33510 
 


